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By Pauline Arrillaga
Associated Press Writer

COLUMBIANA, Ala. — Five
men dead in an apartment.

In a county that might see five
homicides in an entire year, the call
over the sheriff’s radio revealed little
about what awaited law enforce-
ment. A type of crime, and criminal,
once foreign to this landscape of
blooming dogwoods had arrived in
Shelby County. Sheriff Chris Curry
felt it even before he saw the grisly
scene. He called the state. The FBI.

The DEA.
“I don’t know what I’ve got,” he

warned. “But I’m gonna need help.”
The five dead men lay scattered

about a living room. Some showed
signs of torture: Burns seared into
their earlobes revealed where modi-
fied jumper cables had been clamped
as an improvised electrocution
device. Adhesive from duct tape
used to bind the victims still clung to
wrists and faces.

As a final touch, throats were
slashed, post-mortem.

It didn’t take long for Curry and

federal agents to piece together
clues: A murder scene, clean save
for the crimson-turned-brown stains
now spotting the carpet. Just a cou-
ple of mattresses tossed on the floor.
It was a typical stash house.

But the cut throats? Some sort of
ghastly warning.

Curry would soon find this was a
retaliation hit over drug money
with ties to Mexico’s notorious
Gulf cartel.

Curry also found out firsthand

No bounds: Grisly slayings bring Mexican drug war to U.S.
A federal
police officer
stands
guard at the
crime scene
where a
woman was
killed in Ciu-
dad Juarez,
Mexico, on
Thursday. 
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Fishermen wave to a Dutch vessel before being rescued from a Yemeni-flagged boat,
which had been seized by Somali pirates earlier in the week.    

Above: Trent Ezell, 2, uses his
strength to pump air into a balloon until
it bursts as his mother, Deborah Ezell,
of Woodstock and his sister, Alena, 1,
watch on Saturday afteroon. Right:
Brianna Kinser, 8, daughter of Jody
and Nicole Kinser of Woodstock,
searches for her next shade of color
for her train painting.

The Cherokee Child Advocacy Council presented WhistleStop Cherokee, a train ride

benefit, on Saturday with train rides between Canton and Woodstock. Proceeds were

donated to the council, which provides services for abused and neglected children. 
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The WhistleStop Cherokee train leaves downtown Woodstock on Saturday.
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